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I Inventory of regulations and equivalence agreements

I Organic Regulations

A 103 countries had regulations for organic farming by the end of 2019. It was in
preparation in other countries.

Organic regulations around the world
-.--_-i’_!“?- —

. No national regulation . Not fully implemented
B National or regional standard but no national regulationjijj Fully implemented
. Only for exports |:| No information

[] In development
Source: Agence BIOFIBL/IFOAMAustralian Organic Ltd

A The US Department of Agriculture has decided to revise the organic regulations of the
National Organic Program. The proposed changes aim to protect the integrity of the organic
supply chain and strengthen consumer and industry confidence in the national organic label,
by consolidating organic control systems, improving traceability from farm to market and
ensuring rigorous application of organic regulations. The changes will concern, especially
exemptions from organic certification, import certificates *, product traceability, training of
certification bodies agents, unannounced inspections, labeling, compliance and calculation
of the organic content of multi-ingredient products. The proposed changes respond to
longstanding demands from the organic industry for str onger measures to counter fraud.

I 1- All organic products entering the United States will need a NOP electronic import certificate or equivalent.




ORGANIC SECTOR IN THE WORLD

A Canadian organic standards have been revised, as part of its regular fiveyear review
process. The new standards were due to be published at the end of 2020 and should become
mandatory as of November 2021. Canada will the@ review its equivalency agreements with
other countries.

A The new EU organic farming regulation* was published in June 2018.The European
Commission has postponed its entry into force for a year at the request of Member States,
the European Parliament, Third Countries and other stakeholders?. It will therefore come
into force on January 1*, 2022. Too much delay had beerntaken in finalizing secondary
regulations, due to the Covid 19 pandemic. This will also ensure a smooth transition between
current and future legislation and ensure that the industry and Member States are fully
prepared to apply the new standards.

Until August 26, 202Q the European Commission has put up for consultation an
implementing act for the new European organic regulation, which specifies the control
procedures and oversees group certification.

Regulatory changes affect production, controls and imports. Regarding production, new
products will be able to be certified organic in the European Union: cotton, wool, leather and
salt. The use of heterogeneous plant reproductive material will be permitted. Foods
containing nanoparticles cannot be certified organic. Operators selling prepackaged
products will be exempt from certification and notification for distribution. Operators selling
small quantities of unpackaged organic products could also be exempted. All organic
operators can be checked at leastonce a year in the field. Those for which previous checks
have shown no noncompliance during the last three years can only be checked every two
years.

Regarding imports, equivalence will be replaced by conformity. Products imported into the
European Union will have to comply with European regulations. Equivalent specifications will
only be recognized under bilateral trade agreements or other existing agreements. There
will be a transition period between the two systems. The European Union is giving itselffive
years to negotiate such agreements with its partners. The European Commission will have
the possibility of granting specific authorizations for the use of products and substances in
Third Countries and its outermost regions, considering the differences in ecological balance
in production, particular climatic conditions, traditions and local conditions. These specific
authorizations may be granted for a renewable period of two years.

A From January 1%, 2020, the Organic Food Law entered into force in Russia. The
accreditation of certification bodies by the national authority Rossakreditazija has become a
prerequisite for operating in this country.

A In 2020, Russia, Armenia, Belarus,Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan established a roadmap
to finalize a treaty to harmonize their organic regulations.

2- Including IFOAM

1- N°2018/848
3- Federal Law n ° 280 FZ 3 August 2018
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A China has revised its organic regulations. It has applied since January ™, 2019. Group
certification is now done once a year. The new regulations aim to make it easier to import
organic products from other continents.

A Japan revised its regulations and implemented specifications for organic products in
restaurants in January 2019.

A Australia has organic regulations for exported products, but not for its domestic market.
The organic standard has been revised.The new rules will come into effect in 2021.

A In March 2020, the New Zealand government introduced a bill to Parliament to
strengthen the regulation of organic products. The main goal is to increase consumer
confidence.
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I Equivalence Agreements

A Equivalency agreements are provisions that eliminate the need for double certifications,
thereby reducing fees, inspections and paperwork.

A Several equivalency agreements have been signedThe following table shows the main
ones.

Equivalence agreements on organic products in 2020

European ) . Republic . . } _ |Costa } o ~ |New-
USA |Canada ) UK Switzerland |China |lapan Taiwan [India |Israel |Argentina |Chile |_ Brazil |Tunisia [Australia
Union of Korea [Rica Zealand

UsA
Canada

European
Union

UK

Switzerland

China

Republic of
Korea

Taiwan

India

Israel

(Argentina

Chile 1

Costa Rica

Brazil

Tunisia
Australia
New-Zealand

Bilateral Agreement

- Restricted Bilateral Agreement

Unilateral Agreement

No Equivalence Agreement

Source: Agence BI@Many different sources

A The bilateral agreement between the United States and the European Union which
entered into force on June 1%, 2012 is restricted: to export animal products to the United
States or to import apples and pears into the European Union,a certificate of absence ofuse
of antibiotics is required from both sides.

I 1- From other countries towards European Union, Japan and Switzerland.
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A The US agreement withthe Republic of Korea only covers processed products.

A In 2020, Japan extended its agreements with the United StatesCanadaand Australia to
include livestock products®. The agreement between Japan and the European Union only
concerns plant products (excluding wines).

A India only imports organic products certified under US regulations.

A The agreement between the UnitedStates and Taiwan, which was previously unilateraf,
became bilateral in 2020,

A The agreement between Canada and the European Union has been extended to include
especially winemaking.

A Taiwan's agreement with Japan only concerns vegetable, unprocessed and processed
products (excluding alcohol, seeds and plants).

A Other equivalence agreements are under negotiation,e.g., between the European Union
and Latin American countries and between Taiwan and India,Chile and Paraguay.

A On December 24, 2020, a trade agreement was concluded between the UK and the EU.
The EU has agreed to recognize the UK as equivalent for organic products until December
31, 2023. This is in addition to therecognition of equivalence already agreed for the 6 UK
control bodies in early December 2020 and the British recognition of European Union as
equivalent.

A In countries that do not have an equivalence agreement with the United States no the
European Union, producers oftenmust be certified according to several specifications to be
able to export their organic production.

A The European Commission has officially included San Marino among the equivalent
states for organic certification. Organic products from San Marino can therefore be exported
freely to the EU and use the European organic logo.

1- The USJapan Organic Agreement on Plants was concluded in 2013.
2- It allowed the United States to sell their organic products in Taiwan.

3- The United Statesis currently the largest source of imports of organic products for Taiwan, accounting for 30% of
the total, followed by Canada
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I Participatory Guarantee Systems

A Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS) are locally oriented quality assurance
structures. They are built on trust, networks and knowledge exchange. They are particularly
suitable for small farms. They also help develop local markets for organic products.

A In 2019, this type of certification wasrecorded by IFOAM in 76 countries worldwide This

represented 567,142 farmers, including 496,104 certified organic- (compared to 6,000 in
2010).

A Participatory guarantee systems are already recognized by the State as organic
certification systems in several countries: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, India,

Madagascar, Mexico,New Caledonia, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, FrenchPolynesiaand
Uruguay.

A India is the country where participatory guarantee systems are used the most.

1- The other producers are still in conversion.
2- Otherwise, producers engaged in PGS are not counted in the statistics.



























































































































































































































































































































































































